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|| Return you my thanks for the Preſent you ſent me of 


= Mr. Collier*s Book againſt the Stage, you cou'd indeed 
have thought of nothing wou'd have pleas 'dme better; 
it made a mighty Noiſe with us in -Szaffordſbire, his 
No—_ were cry d up as Invincible,and allthe preciſe old 
Folks here (who perhaps had never ſeen a Play in their lives) 
join'd in-a loud Out-cry againſt the wicked Stage: To ſhew 
you my Gratitude, and to encourage you ſtill to remember 
your Friend at this diſtance, I have ſent you'ſome Thoughts 
as they occurr'd on a flight peruſal of it; for let the old 
Maxim be never ſocommon in our Mouths, wiz. Fertue is 
ts own Reward; yet we always find, whereit meets with no - 
other, it is very apt todie and wither, like a Plant"in a dry 
Soil it is ſeldom ſeen | Bay and flouriſhing without the aſſi- 
ſtance of ſome kind and refreſhing Showers ; and I believe we 
' need go no farther for an Inſtance of this Nature, than to 
Mr.Collier himſelf, for 1 am ſtrangely apt to fancy that the 
Fifty Pounds had a greater influenee with him, than the ſtab 


A 2 he 
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he ſupp6s'd he ſhou'd give to Vice and Debauchery ; this 
| however I muſt confeſs a courſe Complement, but you know 
my-{ree-humour, -and have reaſo:1 to except your felt out-of 


the general Rule, If I ſtay longer here, I may ſend you 
theſe Thoughts better digeſted,. or ſome farther Remarks on 


the ſame Author. 


Mr. Collier has employ'd/ abundance of Rhetorick in His. 
Cauſe, he has made uſe of all his Judgment in digeſting 
his Matter, and thew'd his great Reading in his Quotations 
from the Greek and Latine- Poets, and the Ancient Fathers; 
with great skill in the choice of his Arguments, and given 
them fo bright and dazling a luſtre, that it 1s no wonder if 
many heedleſs and unobſerving Readers are carried over to 
embrace his” Party: But I think there is not really that 
ſtrength in them as is fancied, which I ſhall endeavour, as 
well as I can, to ſhow, under the diſadvantage of but an in- 
different Memory, and the want of all manner of aſſiſtance 
irom Books ; nay, I cannot. ſo much as procure thoſe Plays 
he ſo ſeverely condemns. er 
In his IntroduQtion- he tells us, The bufineſs of the Stage 
i !0 recommend Vertue, and diſcourage Vice. Now whether 
or no Plays (Comedies-I mean) have any buiineſs at all, or 
whether their chief and prime buſineſs is not to dievert. the 


| Audience, and relieve the Mind fatiegu'd with the buſineſs of 


the foregoing part of the day, is yet a diſputable point : Nor 
{hall I eaſily grant his Propoſition. For my part, when I go 
to the Theatres, it is with' this intention alone, v/z. to un- 
bend my Thoughts from all manner of buſineſs, and by this 
Relaxation. to raiſe again my wearied Spirits, and fit them 


" for the Afﬀairs of the next day ; the Mirth and Jollity of the 


place, like a welf preſcrib'd Cordial,' performs its Operation, 


-enlivens. my. Crooping Thoughts, and” paſſes clearly off, 
working a pleaſing Cure, and leaving no impreſſion behind 
-it; This. is my Opinion of Comedy, and not only mine, 


but 
= 


(5s ) 


' butalfo of ſeveral very Famous and Learned Perſons} hows« 


ever there are but few of our Comedies that will not afford 


ſome. Moral Inſtructions too; and our Tragedies may ſtand 
the teſt, even by his Rule, with' any of the Ancients. - . - 

His chief Objections againſt our Flays are, That they are 
Immodeſt, Prophane, and Immoral ; and that the Sacred 
Order of the Clergy is abus'd and ill treated ; I ſhall en- 
deavour to ſay ſomething, on each of theſe Heads. 

Firſt, He tells us they are Immodeſt, and generally Smut- 
ty. I ſhall give himen anſwer fromthe Celebrated'Sir; Phs- 
lip Sidney, Comedy (laith he) #5 an Imitation of the Common 
Errors of Life; now as in Geometry the Oblique muſt he 
known, as well as the Right ; and in Arithmetick the Odd as 
well as the Even, ſo in the Ations of our Life who ſeeth not 
the filthineſs of Evil, wanteth a great Foil to perceive the 
Beauty of Virtue ; and little Reaſon hath any Man to ſay that 
men learn the Evil by ſeeing it ſo ſet out, fince there is no Man 
Living, but by the force Truth hath-in Nature, no ſooner ſeeth 
theſe Men play their Parts but he wiſheth them in Priſtinum. 
And Cicero tells us, Comedia eft Imitatio vite, where every 
one might ſee himſelf hit in ſome part or other. So that 1 
know not how they can avoid'giving Deſcriptions of Debau- 
chery, till che World has left the Pra@tiſe of it ; whea Mena 
no longer Swear, you will hear no Oaths in the Play-houſe, 
and fo of all other Vices. Beſides, if Delight be the end of 
Comedy, the Charge will fall on the People, 'and not on the 
Poets, fo that at leaſt Mr. Co/ier has laid his Arguments 
wrong, for if the SpeQators were diſpleas'd with the Repre- 
ſentation, the Poets wou'd quickly change it. This, grant-- 
ing his Charge were true, but Mr. Collier perhaps may 
fancy a bad meaning where there is none, . this heavy Cons 
demnation may be only a Bugbear of his. own raiſing, to- 
fright away the faireſt and beſt Part of the Audience, I 
mean the Ladies. How has it happend. that he has yy 

uUCcry: 
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(6) 
ſach Diſoveries ?' Wheiy others, as clear-ſighted as hitmſelt, 
may, aitd 4s modeſt too, never found any fuch faults. Fur- 
het, tis dwelling 10 wo the Subject of Debauchery, ar- 
gues Tiething of Delight ad Pleaſure in the Caſe, Ir puts 
he (nid of 4 Cuftoin Eotmon among the Native /ri/b, 

| is, 'thiat' they cahnot endare to go dry ia their Feer, 
bat when they Travel, run into every Puddle they find, and 
are very angry, if for want of a Bog or Ditch they are forc'd 
tohe cleanly, tho' neer ſo ſhort a time. Mr. Colier may 
apply the Story at his leifare. . | 

"And hete 1 can't but think the Ladies have great cauſe to 
thank him for his kind Inſttu&tions; they, harmleſs Inno- 
tents, foundnothing amiſs before, but Mr. Co//ier has taken 
care they ſhall not be ſo ignorant hereafter; for he,. in his 
-gteat Wiſdom, has pointed ont the 'place:s, where -he pro- 
"miles they may be furniſhed with Smut in abundance. | 

'His way of Complementing them on this account, is 
_ ſomething odd; bur that's not to be regarded in him. He 
well knows, that ſeveral of thoſe Plays he Condemns, are 
ifnmediately Dedicated to Ladiesof the Higheſt Quality,and 
. almoſt all of them have gain'd the Approbation of the Fair 
- Sex: Now, by his pretending to find theſe faults of Smut- 
tineſs and Obſcenity, ' he very boldly aſſerts, that they encou- 
tage and are pleasd with the Crimes; this every one muſt 
own is very 'Obliging, Civil, and Well-bred. *# 

Put perhaps, to excufe himſelt he will fay, that the La- 
dies did not obſerve any ill in what they encourag'd, and that 
if they had, they wou'd have ſhew'd their diſlike of it. 
But this he ſhall anſwer himfelf in Page 11. where ſpeaking 
of Womens Modefty, he tells ns, Z is wrought 4n the Me- 
thar:/m of their Bodies, that intuitive Knowledge ſcarce 
Wakes t quicker yy : And that the Enemy no ſooner ap- © 
proaches, but the Blood riſes in oppoſition, and looks Defiance | 
tb #n Intecency. So'thatif there had been the Enemy __ 


lly'd to. Qeixutife, or troubled 
in bis Breins, m_—_ 


vain and frivolous: He was hl: however, to ſhow - 
Skill and. Dexterity in the vile Employment of raking among 
Filth and Dirt. Further, it 1s an unlucky Blot to' his: Pru- 
dence, in diſturbing and bringing to light what was fo well 
| hid before, when he himſelf ſeems aware of the dangerous 
Conſequences it may produce if .it wore'a Difſeziſe, as: he 
favs Page 4th, he was very much to þlame for raking/itofE; 
You ſhall have his own Words Page 5. For fuck 4: Liber 
may probably raiſe theſe Paſſions, which cau neither be diſeharg'# 
without Trouble, nor ſatisfi d without a Crime ; *tis not -Jafe. 
for a Man to truſt: bis Fertue too far, for: fear it ſhould\[pive 
him the ſlip. It ſeems he. did not taker his':own Advice in 
this particular: For, we find he truſted-his Vertue very! fay; . 
tho'nottoo far I hope, for fear of theworſt.. In'Page 7. he 
tells us, it 1s almoſf 4 fault or them -meanyn 'the Fair Sox} | 
t0 underſtand they are ill us4; I woud ask: Mr. Collier ifichis 
ill us d? Nay, . perhaps wou'd engage them 1nto abelief they 
oy ill usd, when they are+not 2 Thus much. for. the'Mo»- 
Erns. | 199% 1032 Uk 
Now he proceeds to quote all the exceptionable places un - 
der this Head, that are to be found' among-the:Anciemwes; - 
but, by his favour, there are ſeveral other /places niay be 
produc. d, which he has either forgot or »kip'd\ over ;-4 thall 
inſtance1in two only at preſent ; one. Example of this king + 
ſhall be the Scenes” betwixt the'Nurſe and: Phedra: iniBartph 
des, and there I think we may mect with as:home ſtrolies - * 


- 


of - 


(8) 
of: Obſcenity, -and as pithy arguing <n'the Subjett;, fas can be 
found among the'Moderns, - It will be bttt a lame excuſe; to 
ſ&p/ib/181the Nor, Landinet Phedrd"th Lady, ſpeaks the 
faulty:Senreaces}i for if the Audiente 'havethem, the matter 
isnot mugh'by whom they are convey'd: They will mike as 
deep:anImprefſion, and find as ready Entertainment from 
the Nurſe (who by the'way was rather her Companion and 


Confident) as frow Phedra her ſdlf. | 
3Ehe:gther-fhall: be: from: the- Phedrd of Seneca, and here 
we findtheilady her felf 'openty owning and juſtifying her 
Inceſtuous/Love, andthe Narſe adviſing the contrary ; nay, 
we have both Lady and Narſe: praying to the Gods to affitt 
mathe wicket deſign on her Son-in-law, and uſing all ima- 
gnable-means to 'bririg the buſineſs about; the Narſe falls 
- bricklyupor him, tells him a City-Life with Women. is very 
comfortable and delightful ;' but he is deaf to the Charm, 
_ Profeſies a mortabhatred/for Women, and expreſſes his Love 
ta \range.the.Country Plains; Phedra falls in to the Con- 
ſerence;, and: Sworinds-ar' his indifference, but being taken 
+in:his Arms, ſhe: recovers, and argues very hotly and 
Thamefully for her Paſſion ;'but the Youth ſtill reſiſting, ſhe 
wilt needs Raviſh ' him ;++( Ertam in Amplexus ruit) all this 
mppenly ſhew'd onthe Stage. I defie- Mr. Colter to produce 
me one ſuch 'Obſcene Inſtancein all otir: Zrg/ifh Plays. 
vAt willdot bemuch amiſs neither to put Mr: CoH/zer in mind 
of the Ludi Florales, which were Anually Celebratedamong 
the Romans, for tho' they were not Stage-Plays, yet they 
wyl-ferve to ſhow 'that we are, cantrary to his Opinion, 
ſomething :Modeſter than'they. They owed- their Original 
$6 a: Famous: Whore,'- who having got 'an Eſtate by her 
[Trade,; left the Commonwealth her Heir, 'on this Condition, 
[That every Year they ſhou'd 'Celebrate her Birth-Jay with 
liek-. Spoxrts.;' and: the Solemnity conſiſted in a Company 
ob: Lewd Strumpets, that ran about the City naked; Singing, 
os | - | Dancing, 


(9') 
Dancing, and uſing 'the*moſt Obſcene: and 'Laſcivious Po- 
ſtures: And this was dons by _ Orderand Command. 
This[ think is ſufhcient n.- us ſee, that contrary to Mr. 
Colier's Opiniohi, the Andiehts were as Immodeſt and Ob- 
ſcene as the Moderns, if not worſe: But we wilt look into 
-his Book, to-Jee- if he does not contradict .himſelf in the 
Matter. 

And indeed I cannot forbear ſmiling, to'ſee this Gentleman - 
take ſuch Labour and” Pains'in three 'or- four whole 
Pages, to prove that" the Ancient Poets were not guilty 
-of this Crime”-of Smuttineſs and Obſcenity;; when but- a 
little before -in Page he told. us, i# was for this very 
Reaſon that Plato bani 4 Poets his -Commonwealth.” Now 
I hope Mr.'Co/ir wilt *ndt be fo very hardy as to day, 
That Plato's Acquaintance lay among the Moderns. This 
was a very unlucky Sentence; and his forgetting it, is a 
great | proof of the old Proverb, Great Wits have ſhort 
Memories. . And. ſince. we. have occaſionally mention'd 
£000 it will not be wholly impertinent to- let you ;ſee 
«that . boneſt . Plato himfelf, 2 one of. their Grave Phi- 
loſophers, writ: Verſes more Lewd. and -Scandalous, than 
the very. worſt that can be found among our Poets. 
They, were. writ .on--the p32 of Agathe, and dou Lay 


dos Le . Decimus Laber 


- Dis tn Savio, | 
Menumg; Puellum Savior 
4» Dadcemgz Florem Spiritus, | 
- . Daco' ex: aperto-tramue": I, 
Anima ' tunc Rgra &' ſaucia, 6 
Cucurrit ad Labia Mihi; 
B 


RiFnmg; 


Tranſoſſet, 4&9: me linquere JOU? 4 8 


Ani 8 « Blardad Philoſoptie, chat preveniet to 4" re” 
markable” Stri&tneſs and Severity of Life, writ-fo' Lewd? 
and: Looſely, we may well imagine theiy- Vhets were'tiot> 
kand in the: 
Well, but he tells ns' Page 5 That wv ky 
the * Ancients had" ne: Smutty f en in their Plays: This-. 
T muſt confeſs-is ary extraordihary. Obſervation, but 1 am- 
_ it: will ſlip-away- from: bin 
ou'd fain- know. what 
a> he finds none- Printed” with their Plays : ?: Now I 
will offer this in- Anſwer; that: it. is- very: likely the Dra-- 
matick” Poet neyer. meddted with the Myſical Entertain-- 
ment; but that either- the Mafters of "Muſick were ſo- 
much Poets: as to' make their-own; 'Words,: or ſome other 
of an- Inferior *Claſs- were: hired rathe: purpoſe; and it is 
very probable,Fchat the Mufich-and the Dramma were” rec- ' 
kon'd. ſo: A _ that the - Drammatick Writer thought 


Ee ee ee ee err ere ern nereere eee ren ee eee Rr ey Rn Um eCPI a rran tha Arne mgm 
I eee ee eee ee een nn ramen ernen enereretenetennenrnnnenennd . 
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Riu ; in ore pero. |» \1. 
Et La a puers Mylliags ©: - AL. 5.07 
Rimati itiner} Tranfitus, ) a /0.dt Jai T 
Ut Tranfiliret 2 ry 

Tum ft; more quid pluſcule:;. 

Puiſſet in. Coitu Oſcula. _=_Y 
Amoris. Joni pereita 3 


wo mira ens res. fort; 1 9 
a pueran at- intas;  Piverem:; 


atter;: 


eethi;> 


"before Jhe” isaware* | 
he has'for 'it ; "56 it - Be 


himſelf: 


{-21") 
himſelf not- oblig'd+to take any-cere of it; and this per- 
haps may be the "beſt Reaſon can be given; why we 
find none of their | Muſical Entertainments among the 
:Latin Comedies, after the Chorus was expell'd the. Stage: 
But this is \not all neither, we, have, I fancy, all the Rea- 
ſon in the World, -to believe they rather went. beyond 
us in this -particlular ; for we are ſure, and Mr. Collier 
himſelf confeſſes it, that the: Pantomens, the Geſtures and 
.Dancivg were extreamly. Lewd and Scandalous ; and that 
*their Muſick muſt - be -conformable to the Occaſion, none 
I believe will doubt, nor do I think we have any great 
Reaſon to-queſtion that they wanted Vocal Muſick to joyn 
with the Inſtrumental.” Thus have 1 done, what my haſte, 
and the diſadvantagesi labour under, will permit .on'this 
Head ;-and 4 think have Gufliciently prov'd that the' An- 
cients were: as "Smutty and 'Obſcene as any of the Mo- 
derns can -bez-not-but-that I own there are ſome chings 
.however ' might -be regulated on the Eng/ifb Stage, and:1 
with with all: any Heart all Indecencies - were;remov'd, 
-for there cannot'be a more 'Effeftual and Noble Merhod 
of" inſtruting*' us; than by. Drammatict ' Repreſentation ; 
;but-of this more” hereafter, T ſhall paſs to his next 
«Charge, that of Prophaneſs. it 
And under this Head, he Charges them with uſin 

-Oaths in their Plays; :yet:produces no Inſtances to prove 
his Afﬀertion; therefore we may very well conclude it 
falſe and frivolous, 'for had it been true, his - Wit or his 
Malice had" found:it out; and he, who has taken all man- 
ner of advantages againſt them upon all accounts, and 
has xais'd Mountains:out-'of every > Mole-hill, wan'd never 
- +havs/ euerclogk d duch an opportumty bf Triumph. 


B z . Mr. 


- which he. carr never wear off; 1 One Comfort 1s,vif- Gaths 


do happen in/his way,. he very well knows how to cefule - 


-. - 


(ma?) 
- Me. Collter was very hardly diftreſs'd to make good this 


'Tharge, fince he was forcd to complain:of a Word, be- 


cauſe it happen'd "to "have two-Lettersi that do indeed be- 
long to an Oath, 'but- perhaps)this 'Gemtemad?s.Averſion. to 


-Oaths 'is: ſo very great,” 'that' the! fightoof: the! Word 
ſcard him ;- and ſo without further; conſideration he con- 
demn'd it. Averfhions often cauſe very unaccountable Et- 


tes. I remember a-Story. of. Sir-Wi/;am Temple's, of one, 


ho in his Touth-being wery cloſely purſued by';> Madman, 


had but juſk.time to ſhut "the: Door afi a. \fdouſe he: ran; into, 
before his *Purſuer was at its and the Tmpreſſions/tuck: Ja faſt 
rpon him ever after, that when»he was a Man, he' never tu- 
ter'd a Door but with fear/on bis Spirits, and. cou'd. not for- 
bear turning his;\ Fead: backcas'| he: extes'd.,: This' Squen- 
miſh Gentleman perhaps: has/had ſome / fuch terrible, Frigtit, 


them. + | 1a9y 3c : | 

But perhaps in ſome: very few: -places:an..Oath4miy;be 
met” with, and it-miay”be.neceſſary tdoz for I defite \Mr. 
Collier to ſhew us:how a. Eibertine, a: Debanchee;'can' be 
repreſented, but by. making him-a&-and ſpeak” accord-- 


It: is Horace'r Ruleg tt 2 
Sit: Medea ferox inviftag; flebilis Ina, | 
Perfidus Ixion, To vaga, Friftis Oreſtes.” 


© Everyone mult! be repreſented as" they-are : He.may 


as. well complain -of :a. Painter for drawing-an- ugly; ;Face.- 
like, as of a Poet for making a Wicked Perſon Swear- 


-and. talk Lewdly, a Looſe Behaviour. is as Eſſential to de- 


ſcribe. 


OY 


(x9) 
ſcribe /the. one, as a Bad Complexion [and Irregular: Fea” 
tures -are. to. delineate the other. 

It is very. obſervable, that upog this Head; he hes not 
endeayour'd any Parrallel heywie the: Ancients and the 
Modgerns;, he cannot ; but-very.,well — Jt; woud:rhave - 
been extreamly to his Gidrancage, for nothing was more 
common among them, than to 'uſe their Deities \upon:the 
flighteſt occafion. By Japriter, by Hercules, &c. were al- 
moſt continually in -the es of their Vertuous Cha- 
TaCters. NoSpeech was ſpoke but was accompany'd by.one 
of their- Gods; This 1. hope no .vne wall miſtake / for an 
Authority for that abominable. Sin ;. it is only. to. ſhow 
Mr. Co/jer, his Cauſe is. here entirely loſt. And ſo 1 ſhall 
proceed to the next thing;he Charges our - Poets. with, wiz. 
their. uſing , Scripture Phraſes. in. their- Plays... - 
.». And, how they can ,avoid..iv.I:kaow. not, unkels- this - 
Critical Gentleman will. make. a: New Language, - and: ia 
New Alphaber. for . them; if he will promiſe to .do this, 
L will engage in the Name of all the Poets, that there ſhall 
not be any Scripture | Expreſſion. usd, in Poetry. And- to 
thow, that.this is... not ſo. heinous as Mr. Cater Pepwolents . 
My I ſhall offer theſe. Conſiderations. \ «ka As 


_- Firſt, That the Fs eb of the Zzoly. Bille NEAT wt 
ſo latcly, there are contained 1 19 4t the Phraſes and pero 
ia preſent. uſe. | 12i'% =_ ms OS 


Secondly, The Sacred. ISS "2. ſack- excellent , 
variety, of Matter, and being 1o admirably. adapted. to. all 
Eftates, and Conditions - of Life, it: contains 2ll the [difle- - 
rent | Phoaeyrt that, an 1be.a met wiſh in om Engliſh TEE. - 


MEET 


| ud 


(+4) 

| {6,"1 een ſcarce find it poſſible for-a Poetto 
-avoid the ſame manner of Expreſſion with the Tranſlators 
.of the Holy- "Mr." Colter may as well forbid 
all of his Order: to Preach; becauſe they” muſt of neceſſ}- 
4y.makse uſe of :forne Phra ; that have' been'usd before to 
_ purpoſe: Fo make” aiter 1 will - only defire 
Mr. Collier to- compare: thoſe” 5 laces of their Plays which 
- he quotes, with the the Text of "Bible of an old Tranſlation, 
and he will find'a yery wide difference both in Words and 
Senſe. -1 ſuppoſe' he will-notideny the old Tranflation. to 
be Scripture. ' Befrdes, how can he 'be poſitive he hits the 
true. meaning of the Poet? Words may be wreſted to a 
quite contrary Senſe of their Author, and that made_to 
appear ill in-a-Quotation, which is not ſo of it ſelf. -How 
can he be ſure that Mr./Copgreve intended to ridicule Reli- 
-gioo, when he' made” Valtrtire 'in His Madneſs fay. he was 
:Druth 2 Tis very probable Mr.' Congreve intended no fuch 
,matcer; and if he did not, Mr. Cofier is guilty of Falf- 
-hodd and Slander. -The Heathen Epiftetas can teach him 
more Charity, if the-Bible carmot; he will tell him 
-Fhere ave two handles for "every thing, .and that we ought 

take hold of the beſt ; 'We' ical always Judge frvoarably, 
and not put the worſt Conſtrution on things that they'l 
bear. But Mr: Co#ier' is fo much usd to Private 'and 
Shrewd Meanings himfelf,'that he imagines fo of every one 
elſe, his very finding fault with others, - betrays fome- 
thing of guilt in himſelf; and becauſe he ſhall not com- - 
iphin that he is HH and" wncharitably dealt with in this 
'Conlure, iT thall give one {nfſtznee from many, to make 
ny \Allertion. Te s im' the firſt Vol.v His Efays, 
x20; his | Chap. '6f the There he fays, 
Whether the Honeſtly and Diſhoneſty are o; iſcernable in the 
Face, is a Queſtion which admits of Diſpute. King ny 


Cr) 

ahe © Secoyd thought he tonld depend when theſe Obſernations' * 
But, with ſubmiſſien, '1 heliove ' an —_—— vivewy 
in which bis Rules of RS ow I fadey! Me;'- 
Collier lad ſome ſhrewd meaning in this particular Inſtance; . 
and F-think he cannot'complain. of..hard uſage, if we be- 
tieve we fing this meaning 1o the: 295th: Page of Sir Wil 
liam Temple's Memojres - For conſidering the Man' and his 
Principles, - it-.i5 more tham probable our; Suppoſition "is 
ight. And I think: this is+ a meaning. which he deſerves 
to be calfd' to Account» for ; thofe of his Party think-ir is 
{ufficient 'if they expreſs themſelves obſcurely: enough to 
eſcape ' the. laſh! of -the Law;. and have rhe impndence ito: 
write the mott Scandalous Libels'en their Superiors, un - 
der.the ſhelter:'of- a Double Meaning; it wou'd be'but juſt 
if their” Obſcurities and Double Meanings were narrowly - 
inpe&ted, and themſelves -made toſmart for the” Liberty: - 
they: have taken; Mr. Colier. may make a great Buftle,. . 
and. fay this is. Hard: uſage ;- butler - him learn better 
—_ _ future. _ 11G7 gt 

Further, fuppoſing.. aur s' may have that Propha-*- : 
neſs in: them which he! pretends, yet let him retetibar 
that Plays are the Ghſſes :of + Human - Aftions, 4nd re 
flet the- true! Images. 'of:the- People as you ſee rhe Er- 
rors of - your - Gomplexion” by a view in a Glaſs, fo' in : 
the Play:Houſe. you-' ſve the meanneſs and folly” of your 
Vices, and- by | beholding,. the frightful lang, your grow 
albam'd/"and perhaps may+ Reform; whereas had they ne- 
ver; been exposd,. they had till been your Darling Con- 
pagions, ..tho'”. all .ithe Pulpits in Town \had thunder4 
never fo-loudly againſt them... For as the Divine Z#7erbete* 


ſays; | | 
A. Verſe may find 'him who a' Sermon flies; - 
*. fad: turn Delight into a-' Sacrifice. 


But 


'(86) 

. Bat: now. he proceeds to, ſhow -how the - Ancients- u#g 
their: Religion, and: here the -is- forc'd £0 \confe(ls; againſt 
 his+ will; That/they almoſt; equal'd ' the * Moderhs; 
but- I. ſay: poſitively,// they ſarpaſyd 'us - here" too z/%ind"out- 
did, whatever ihe, with all :his' 'training/ can pretend to 
alledge. againſt our Poets. | Ariſtophanes he has ' himfelf 
mark'd: for a down-right | Atheiſt, -one,"rhat brought the 
Deities to: be' publickly Ridicu'd upon the: Stage ;/ Nor 
- 4 i Aity y ary hr yy df cir - 

emna 'Tragedies. Jn feveral: places of Aſchylzs, they, 
and Religion too, / are far face being een} Tra tec 
Nay,  Emripides,. who.:is the moſt' Grave and Moral of alt 
the Ancients bath iGreats and Latins, was once Condemn- 
ned, . and 'had like to have! Suffered | Peath' for his Irre- 
yerent -and Irreligious Treatment of the Gods. And So- 
' phocles, who is called.the Prince -of Tragick Poets, makes 
often times-mad work with the Deities :* You -ſee them 
ſeuffle and' fall together. by; the Ears like a Rabble or a 
conſus'd Multitude, upon none, or. 'very ridiculous'bcca- 

Gns, "Nor 'is \ZZomer himſelf in his Eprick Poem free from 
theſe Indecencies, witneſs the Difſentions and Tumults 
of the Deities; ſome ſiding with the Greeks, others with 
.the 7rojans, and -each 'hurrying abour' in the 'Service of 
_ the Party' they had "Eſpousd. Among the *Zatz»s, the 

Neat and Corre&t Zerence has given ſeveral” Bold, and 
\Exceptionable rokes about Religion : and I am very ſure 
.he will not be able to defend P/autus from'the ObjeQion, 
.who, often [uſes the Gods: very: courſly, 'witneſs the: Pro- 
;Jogue..to Amphitryoy, where' he makes: Mercury talk in 
Pans; and. '/Quibbles.to the Audience, and tlie ſame Comi- 
cal Charater he wears throughout the Play. Jupiter him- 
ſelf is Repreſented Lewd and an Adulterer ;* Arfurus 
another of the Deities ſpeaks the Prologue: ts his Rudens, 

$ and 


| (17) 
- and Neptune, one 'of their Principal Gods, ſuffers many 
hard Banter in the Play. Seneca in his Tragedies often 
falls foul on the Gods, Providence, and Religion. Ithink 
the very worſt. he can pretend of our Modern Poets, is 
nothing compar'd with the Boldneſs - the Ancients have 
rtakenon this Head. Nor is it a ſufficient Excuſe to' ſay 
they were Heathens, and therefore cannot be ſuppos'd 
to be fo ſtrit as Chriſtians ought to be ; nor that zz zs 
; no wonder to find them run ' Riot upon this Subjet; for 


+ theſe were the Gods they pray'd to in their Adverſity, and 


from whom they expected Relief and Help; they Confided in 
hem, and Conſecrated Temples to their Honour, Su 
FHymns' in Praiſe of 'their Goodneſs, and dreaded their 


Oey. Wrath : So that of 'Confequence they might have expeRted 


better uſage from' their Adorers. But 'I ſhall. proceed to 
what he' fays of the Clergy. 

And here he is very Copious indeed, and ſpends abun- 
. dance of pains,» to fhow! what: Venerable Thoughts the 
Ancients - had . of their -Prieſts ; and I think to: very little 
purpoſe, for 'I believe the People of England (not excep- 
ting the Poets) have.as high a Veneratioa for the Sacred 
Order as any Nation in the World have, or ever had : Ler 
us obſerve a little how they are.reſpetted in other:Coun- 
tries. | | 

In France we ſhall find: them juſt 2s much Slaves to the 
Deſpotick Wills of their Princes, as the meaneſt Peaſant of 
their Dominions; they muſt ſquare their Do&trine to the 
"Reliſh and Palate of the Court, or they are ſure to ſmart 
for their \Negle&.' In #0/land we: find their ' Preachers 
are 'paid their Salaries by the State, i which practiſe I ſup- 
poſe was founded upon the Obſervation of the many Dif- . 
orders, and Tumults, have been rais*d and fomented in 
other Countries by. the — or ſome other a 
"ſi perm et þ-- 


—_— 


. 
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of -Prieſts. In 7raly and Spain we find the Clergy living: 
at- thew Eaſe, in the midit. of Pemp and. Riches, and; ve+ 
ry. often taking: 9s deep draughts-.of Luxury and Worldly 
Vanities, as thaygroſfleſt- Inflance of -Heathen Lewdneſs:can: 
afford. And tho' they pretend to exact an implicit Faith 
from the ignorant Laity, yet all that have been in. thoſe 
Countries aſſure. ns; That their Prieſts are look'd upon but 
as Hypoctites-and. Scandalous Perſons; nor will-the meane(t 
Perſon ſtick at viliying and-ridiculing the Clergy, when: 


they. can do it. ſafely. : How 'often have we ſeen the Pope's... 
Bulls and Orders ' tore and deſpis'd by Princes of their” 


own Communion2- And his Legates Impriſon'd or Ex 


their. Dominioris. I ſpeak not this to'encourage any-Con=® mw 
tempt of the Sacred: Order, for:.it: ought, I think, to:-be- 


treated:-with .all! imaginable Reſpet and Reverence, eſpe-/ 
cially by us here. in England, who are bleſt with-the So. 
bereſt, and Graveit, as. well as the moſt- Learned Clergy 
of the whole. World: We very rarely, if ever, meet with, 
ſe. Enormities and Diforders among. the Clergy. of Engs 


APs which are fo frequently ſeen-amongſt thoſe of Foreign 
Countries. And -here-I cannot' but by: the way: obſerve, 
That the Tumults' and Civil War in Poland. have. no 
ether ſource but the Ambitzon and. Obſtinate Humour. of 
2. Prieſt. And the Blood of ſome Hundreds. of Innocent; 
People have been: Sacrificed” to his Pride and © Wilifulneſs. 
Bow this very. Inſtance being ſo full in-+the- Eye - of the - 
whole World,. it is no wonder. if ſome Conſidering Ob- 
fervers... exclaim, and: laſh out into Satyr upon tne Oc- ' 
cafion.. Who can: forbear 2. Nay, ' Mri Collier himſelf, 
and al{ others. of. his Principles, : are more / bitter. and ſharp. 
Ewedtives againſt the: Order, by 'their Refraftory and 
Obſlinate Separation from the Greateſt and moſt Pious- 
Part of their Brethren, than any. cag be: writ. by. 4 

; | moſt : 
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moſt Atheiſtical Per; and wound it m 
det this paſs. Mr. -Co/jer himfelf owns 
to Reproach #nd Refle@ on Tirefar 1 Inelt, -bur to 
extenuate' the matter; ſays,” it is' 6nly '6n His Perlon; not 
his FunRion, thoſe ſharp Nrokes izre beſtow'd ; and pray 
what do the Engliſh Poets ds more 2 All their Refletions 
are, I really believe, intended for -no other Defign, bur to 
hurt thoſe that deſerve them : The Satyr 'theretore is  In- 
.nocent, and thoſe © may thank themſelves it hits. The 
great ſtir Mr. CoZier makes_on | this "Head, gives great 
cauſe to ſuſpe&, he is more- than ordinarily concern'd -in 
®.the Matter. The more Clamour, the more Guilt, has 
always prov'd a true Obfervation. He keeps a wohdrous 
buſtle by 2 Quotation from 7x/ly, and Obſervations” from 
ſeveral Nations,to prove the Clergy as fit to beat the' Head 
Temporal as Spiritual Affairs; but here I think he is 'be- 
Hide his Byas ; if we conſider the wide difference there*45 
between them, we need go no farther to confurethe An» 
bitions Gentleman. Mr. Co/lier hopes what *he bas of 
on 'this Head will not be miſunderſtood; he aſſures us' there #s 
no Vanity in the Caſe. No ſquinting'towards himſalf in the 
Matter. Now I can't ſuppoſe there is, how ſhou'd, whar 
is ſpoke of the Clergy, any way relate to a Spruce -Gen- 
tleman, a Beaz with a Long Wig, Silk Waſtcoat, and 
Sivord by his Side.” For my part I think they are two very 
Jifferent Perſons. We wilt now examin his next-Charge, 
which is their Immorality, their making Debawchees their 
top Charafters | and Rewarding them in the end.  _ 


/ Add: 'upon this Head: this' Critical Gentleman is vet 

ſevere, tho? if Delight 'be/che chief | end” of © Comedy, as 
F'think no” one" need to queſtion,” the "bulinels-wiſf be 
found'to bear much harder upon thoſe of his own 'Or- 
C2 der, 


feverely. To 
Sophocles, 


j pſaſe his A 


ver ſo regular 
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der than upon the. Poets : For, the Poet's bufineſs being to 
udience, he muſt Study- their Humours and 
his own; for, tho'. the Dramma be nes 
'writ,. yet every, thing Repreſented, - will 
ſeem Nauieous .and Inſipid, unleſs it is Conformable :-to 
the Sentiments and Reliſh of the Spe&ators. ' Whatever 
Poet follows not.this Rule exactly, will quickly be fenſie 
Dle of his Error, by. his bad. Harveſt of Fame and Profit, 
And it the, Audience, will not. be pleas'd with, any. thing 


ancies, and? 


but Immorality,. &c. pray why. have not the. Clergy, 


whoſe buſineſs it is to Inſtruft the People, taught them 
better > Which. if .they bad, they wou'd have tound the 
Poets to have follow'd-the ſteps of their Audience. Sothat 
we ſee. it is. rather the .Clergy's. Fault . than the ' Poet's 
Crime, that .our Drammas are Irregular. on this Head: And 
Mr. Collier has laid his Argumeat juſt wrong, for if; the 
World be. good, Plays wou'd. be good alſo; but if the - 
World be. bad, Plays will be bad too: And.I am ſure the 
Ancients were . ſully as Guilty; if. not more:Criminal on 
this; Accquat. \ \[n,. Sophocles.' and Ariſpophanes,\ we may find 
ſeveral. Inſtances of . Vice. Rewarded and Eſcaping. Unpu- 
nithed. In almoſt every Play of Terence we-may fee Vice - 
Rewarded: Cherea is made happy in the: Eanuch after ha- 
Ving Debauch'd. a Virgin, and he generlly. does the. fame 
in, all his Plays;.. nay, you. will. not only ſee: Profligate 
Lewd, -Sparks . enjay. their, their. Miſtreſſes, but the..Com- 


ton Courtegans . themſelyes:. Rewarded.. and...Honoured. 
Plautus will afford ſeveral Examples to our purpoſe, Hows 
ever, granting we do ſometimes ſee on our Theatres In- 
ances of Vice Rewarded; or : at: I&ft unpuniſh'd,: yet it 
ought. not to be an. Argument againſt the-;Art; avy.more 
thag the Extravagancies and 1!l PraQtiſes of ſome. ;n Orders 
can be.,againſt the whole Body. of the Clergy. And _ 


(21 ) 
I*cannot but call to mind a Sentence I have ſomewhere” 
met with, -7hat much of 'ill' Nature, and a very little Fudge. 
ment, go far' in finding the faults of others. How nearly 
this may afleRt Mr Collier Þ leave himſelt roonfider: But 
L ſhall fay no more”'ori this Head'; "rior ſhall T follow him 
in his Refleftions on 4mphytrion, Don Quixot, and the Re- 
lapſe, but leave him to the handling of the Gentleman who 
are more nearly concern'd. | I ſhall conſider his Quotations, 
from .the Fathers, which he Levels; againſt all manner ' of. 
Stage-Plays. : I-rheught'the Learned 'Mr.*Col/zer cou'd not 
have been ſo+ miftaken'in ' the Matter,” for let him conſider 
that theſe Fathers/liv'd in Heathen Times, and feveral of 
them under Pagan Princes, by 'whom 1dolatty, and all man- 
ner of 'Vice,” was'not only tolerated, byt openly Encourag'd. 
on the Stage. - We-need not*'wondex at the bitter Invectives. 
we find diſpers din their Writings againſt thofe Deviliſh 
Repreſentations: the wicked Show's of their Gladiators, and 
| Women often times fighting Naked in their Theatres, were 
a:juſt: Cauſe for the Indignation of thoſe Zealous and: Good- 
Men;': and deferv'd their feyereſt Reproof. ' But all thoſe. 
Wickedneſles/ are Baniſh'd our- Stage, 'ſo that 1 cannot ſee . 
how Mr. Collier -cou'd apply them to his purpoſe, but they. 
might ſerve his Vanity tho* not his Cauſe, the World was 
to be acquainted with' his Familiarity with the Learned” 
Ancients, and ſome Credit might be gain'd by the. Com- 
pany'he' kept, '-But it may happen *comrary_ to his. Ex- -- 
peRations, his "Miſtake in the. Mattrer” "may go near to- 
truſtrate his Hopes. For when the Matter requires Te- 
ſtimonies againſt Tragedies and Comedies, he' preſently . 
brings - in 'places-of Fathers againſt * the SpeCtacles. ' of.. * 
Fencing, Bear-Baiting, ''Horſe-Racing, and  fuch- other. 
Gatnes, no more like 'Stage-Plays, than a' Huffing Gen»-. * 
tleman is-like- an Humble, Meek- Clergy-Man ; or -Ma- 
lice-' 


(22) 
lice and ill Nature, like Wit and Learning. , And (for once 
I ſhall ſhow this Critical Gentlemen a Miltake _ he'will not 
be able to defend, In his: 25oth.Page he traaſlates $ 
tacula Secularia, StagerPlays ;/'1 thought MriiCoder bet- 
ter_ underſtood the Roman 2i/tory, than to miſtake Shews 
that were to be. ated but. once: in a Huadred Years for 
Stage-Plays, but it is his Miſtake through all his Qua- 
tations, He gives us a very large one. from 7ertulian, 
but let us obſerve the Circumſtance of the Matter, and 
we ſhall find\jit-will-do, him no: good at all ; for Tertals 
lian lived- in the , Time. of Septamius Severus, Emperor. 
of Rome, under whom was raisd; a Cruel Perſecution 
againſt the Chriſtians ; in the Tweltth Year of his Reign- 
were -Proclaim'd the : Secular: Plays, (fp called,., becauſe: 
they were Solemnis'd but Semel, in, Seculo, once. ini a 
Hundred Years) which, Mr. Co/ier.' very 'learned}y mi- 
ſtakes for Stage-Plays ; they were Dedicated to the Ho- 
nour of ſeveral of their Heathen Gods: T7ertulian con- 
ceiving it might breed great. ,Scandal to the ,Chriſtian 
Religion, if Chriſtians, ſhou'd. Reſort: to, them, ' Writes ) a" 
Treatiſe, Exhorting all Chriſtians, to forbear - theſe, Shews, 
and uſes many Excellent and Weighty Reaſons: to ſhew' 
- that theſe Plays were full of Idolatry and Superſtition, 
and therefore they cou'd not go to ſee. them,;; but they, 
muſt become as | Acceſſaries' and Partners; with. them in 
their Wickedneſs; That they were, full 94 ;Licentious: 
Beaſtlineſs; That. Men and Women were: brought;:1n Na» 
ked upon the Publick Stage, uſing many. Laſcivious and 
Obſcene Poſtures; That themſelves were wader. Periecu- 
Jtion, and -fitter to Mourn| than, to be Merry; iT hat their 
Afﬀictions.called rather for Tears and-Grief, y4han Joy: and ! 
- Laughter. Now, what Divine among us woud not have 
Writ juſt as 7ertu/ian did upon that Occaſion? But _ 
| vAr. 
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Mer. Coljer can rain this gunfl our Stage Plays, I carr 
eaſt Similitude betwixt them? 


uot imagine ; bs there the leaſt etwixt 
Bug this Genteman- dbferves no - Circumſtances,..if .he.can 
but 'rike'Words enough he'is fatisfy'd,, not minding. if. they 
are pertinent 'to his purpoſe. Mr. Co/lier . reckons. P lays 
among the Pomps and Fanities we have Vow'd againſt in 


our Baptiſm, but 7erty!lian fays poſlitively, If there be 


wo Idol in the Play, aud Idolatry be wot committed in it, 
"then F charge it not , with any renonucing, which wa made 
in Baptiſm, And that' it was none; But Heathen Plays 


the Fathers meant, we may find by the Words of St. "— 
prian, uid Spettatulum fine Idolo? Quis Ludus fine Sarrificio? 


All his Decrees of Council will be taken from. him by the 
fame Reaſon, for they *were, only meant of the Idolatrous 


Heathen: Shews; the Decree that. he Inſtances in, . of the 3d. 


Council 'of Carthage, plainly proves it, by mentioning par- 


ticularly the Speftacula Secularia, the Secular. Games, and. 


calling ' them - Pagan | Entertainments2- * His . Quotations 


from - Heathen Authors wilt, not: fare better than their - 


Companions, 'for they eannot be imagin'd to -relate to;any 
thing but their own Heathen Shews. However, we will 


ſee prefently if we have none of their Authorities -on our - 


fide. Burt firſt I will affert that our Modern Poets, .and 


eſpecially the Enzhſh, have excelld all the Ancients'/in : 


Theatrical Performances, They have caſt, off. that.-ug- 


neceſſary Clog 'the Chorus, which is manifeſtly for. the - 


better, thereby freeing their Drammas from. many ta 


Abfurdities Our Moderns are, not Guilty- of ſpeakin 
«nd Addreſſing themſelves. to the Audience in. the .mi 


of the Aion, which' isapt to cauſe ſuch -Coofuſjon + inithe 
'SpeRators, ' that they cannot judge what belongs to- the - 


Play, and whar does not; the Ancients were very trequently 


guilty of this taulr. Theur Plots were for the moſt part - 


{ingle, , 
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ſingle, without any Turns or admirable . Surpriſes to 'de- 
light or refreſh the Audience; their Chara&ers -had- no 
Variety "of Humour, with which our £xg9/i/h Stage, ſo 
excellently. abounds; when. you ſee one or two. of. their 
Plays, you' ſee .all the different Humours .of their Thea- 
tres, you are ſure to meet with the ſame Covetous Old 
Man, the ſame Lewd Young Spark, the. ſame Debauch'd 
'Courtezan, and the fame Saucy Slave in -all «their - Come- 
dies. Now 'how this fhou'd conſtantly Delight, + know 
not; Fam: very» fure it- wou'd quickly be hiſs'd with us; 
beſide, it thews a very Narrow. Converſation, or Obſer- 
vation, (for upon that Humour depends) in their Poets ; 


- and plainly proves a Fancy very Barren. With us you 


are differently Delighted, every Day, you meet with.Va- 
-riety, you find ſomething always New on our. Theatres. 
'This one: thing alone will carry us far beyond any_of 
the Ancients; and Mr. Collier himſelf muſt own, when 
-any -of our Poets have Choſe the Subjefs. of the An- 
cients, that they have far ſurpaſſed them ; better Model{'d 
"the Plot, and contriv'd- the Incidents . more ſurpriſin 
and admirable, nay and more probable too, have work' 
- their Thoughts to a greater ' Elegancy, and made the 
*Turns more Nice, Eafie, and Sublime, and their Charac- 
-ters, which were often Irregular, more Juſt, and: Natural. 
'We' may eafily prove what” is here aſſerted, by only com+ 
-paring our 'Oedipus with-Sophocles among the ,Greets, or 
- our | Amphytrion with Plautus among the Latins. .If we have 
any regard to that Ornament to .Learnihg, and. Glory to 
his Country, Sir William Temple, we need argue the matter 
no farther; for Diſcourſing of Drammatick, Poetry.1n his Miſ- 
Jelanea'2d:*Patt, he poſitively gives the Preference to the Mc- 
derns, denying that the*Ancients can ſo much as (land in 
-Competition with them. | 
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coder its} ;and 1 
+9d"Efcouragement it has he ph a 
Nations, we cannot but agree. in "a 

Firlt of its Antiquity... | 


dhe 7 inks i Origin Olin cx PET Theſpir, and 
ſhew its ſeveral Gradiial Improvements by Z/chylus, Eurt- 
\pides, and Sophocles, and from thence follow it to the Ro- 
mans, who on Sr the Yours to Fate been; nyt egg 
it rhis of Poetry ; erence's es are, hardiy-any 
More: Supe Tranflatic ions of der al Plautxs (tands 
very. mud indebted to” Arifophancs.. But I ſhall wave _ 
Head as foreign to my urpole, and not fit for the ſcanty li- 
Mits of a Letter, which isgrown too long already, ares H 
—_ to its Uſefulnes, W 


! Which i is ſo mailifeſt, that! Glade any one can 1.queſtion 
" ' who confiders how 'vell adapted it is to the Intentions of 
Humkn Life, Profit, and Delight. Who can expreſs the 
«Charms of «well wrought: Scene lively ;Repreſented:?; The 
[Motions of the Aﬀor Charm, our outward: Senſes,. while the 

5 Words ſeals ieito our 4 0 antld, Mixes: with our V& 


Though of it it. 


"rp Blood and'Spitits; fo that we are carry'd by an ireefitlel | 


. but pleafin 4 hoop into the very Paſſion we behold. What 
'Heaet can forbear ar refenting to-ſce an unfortunate Perſon, for 
{ 


woo Fol untapp Drs Are 19 his Copdudt, fglljnto irreparable 
p 10 by, a tender 
4 FO Rea Mi dS ils, and foge FANS, 


U s, and f Ros a Pityi from us; 
"fo conſEquent! making 1 us ready. to "alli all that-we-meet 
_ witttina like Condirion:” it eds usko Judge Charitably of 

Fey D the 


4* 


the Miſerable, whan we- £ ſmall Fs jgnoranely com-- 


Comedy * will*no'lels ſhame us Us « 
miedy,"Iitke* ap E 
 Darling'Fo 


mitted, may be. the cauſe of heay ore age 
Sa theſe A ID CHE PRAon 2a che Mar 
nagenent? WL $1 <q on 
 Teverely* ar mbic 2 Lthink the! Lz- 
bertine Deftroy'd cat abt fil'ts- put Tio] Tho ts Jaco the 
moſt hardened and? hint aa : [le mM ifom his 
from the By LENIN powerſully as Mio io, baecc | 
rom the Pulpit r 1s. 1es 
whieh being £164 and tr TTY or E155 45 
Tragedy, © diſcovers * to is" k Ar Irs vo JETT WH 


in the World';"znd TF' Thg&uy , v7. us 0 Vices, 
| Ir.of. our Fol gc Tragedy, 
like'a Ge Ko AY eayy- ban aver us;. but. Gor 
Irene, mixes, ſomething to pleaſe 
whe it repon bq'eh Ng eh fulhing, that ſees ſome 
expos'd? *Andrho' Ttsridiculouſhels; tickles him 
into a Eos yetat the faine time he. feels, a ſecret, ſhame 
for the Guilt. Ari/tophanes kept it the — in ks 
by hisSatyr; a Perſon. Eve er guilty. 0 aCrimengythe 
City, tar? Sar kim fa Rath the WIG erty by. this 
.means- he regulated the- Coniny por better: than, theyr 


-greateſt/Philo{9pers with their,erh pty Sophiſm FS or the Laws: 


wich their blunted edge. "Comedy is tul; co anſtrugt 
'Ds- irv-irt our-Dealir in he Wort Bile we. ſee a Frignd 
-Falſe' and Freacherous; "74s if of chieg us. he fan |. upon; qur 
Guard, and be'very cautious" Nh art truſt ;, when we ſee 
'A Younp Gentleman Rutn d! Kok "he Subtile and Di ding Arts 
:of ſome Cunning Gpietea .; I FR us: beware. of the, like 
:Danger:'The Sy PI, hnerts iv NOre, Qyal Inftrye- 

"tions to the Eoiry [ne by" $4 e avoiding,; his Ruin 
: borh4in Perſon '4nd>Eitite by the Town- Shaxpers, by. oF 
| poſing! heir Shifts arid Cheals, that the: beſt AW 
| leſt 


- 


Mod 
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ableſt Divines, Thus ſeeitiy'&f whit Aeon Me 


HCV? BY 1 % 
* ray | 


matic Poetry 1 for the"! Aaggers and 

our \Lifes, ct wn en | FS 
ui+'J vhink Þ* * miſth pilots. men 
dation.” 18 ÞD e£5 eU"n0 T3RI 


j ets * 4 91 
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Af. we looki+adk t6 - bins we wa FI that that 
Learned Td tar hey oe [... the £ prevents _ of their 
Theatres, 2nd als, giey 0g, 
and-1Decofitiriy ch they Sig oP in Bi "blip ars... 
; FExvipides, #d He ho tho reckoned ' Equal, Wk - not © 
Supefior 'to their AC Pilofo hers- he Agors 
w_ generally Perſons ''of Good Bitth and . Education; 

; ſometimes wel find Kitigs themſelves performing oa | 
chai Theatres, and Corvefrar' Negos in Prefat. Vit... 
aſſures is, That "to appear on 'the' Publick Stage, was not 
in hed leaſt mx _ y Man's CONT or _ | 
The Romans,” tho” t not re eir U 
with the Greets, yet had their þy; wy Men Choſe | 
ore” ptrpoſ'*to Reward their Deſerving Actors, and take 
Care of the” Theatres. Macrobius tells us in his ſeventh 
Chapter, how Augu/txs Ceſar himſelf Rewarded Liberius, 
-and Publius, PMlades and ZZylas, four Players in Rome. 
The - Famous Brutus was not only a great Favourer of 
Phys himſelf, but he- writ! to Cicero that he ſhou'd fre- 
quent the Theatres: ' And Pompey the Great built a Thea» 
'tre at- his own \Coſt'' and Charge. Suetonius Tranquillus 
tells us- of the very beſt of all the Roman . Emperors, 
Auguſtus Ceſar, That, Speftaculorum, '& aſſiduitate, & wa- 
rietate, '& Magnificentia, omnes  Anteceſit. In the Varie- 
ty, and Magniticenee; 'and frequenting of. Plays, he ex- 
ccerded all Men. And the Famous Cicero fays, Et noſmet- | 
*h qui ab deledtatione omni megotiis impedimur ; © in © 

D z 


igſa 


fa KM babers- peſo, 
#pja 4 $;, PEVErs- 
2,952 har PT pou amur | ar. And; j0..ena&her: 
place ſpeaking of .P} S, 4/6 bay homes, emihe 
crede, lui, ou ER pes [Mos gti gud: 
difimalait: Alf Peo ple, by re, are pleas'd and ;des!: 
lighted with Plays, . not only thoſe that confeſs it, but- 
thoſe that” diſſemble. and woud deny it; nay; then the 
Learned —_ muſt be ar, Qr good Mr, Coliar: 8:1 
biyyckerts.”'1 "yore Hs Pr rag the Hoe. 
[t”'A es, th ure Of og jog 
preflion ) "the' Pa be Wy a. + of 
Flouriſhing Condition of 'the Ng, NT Ly _ of 
the Eſtate of the . Latter, -when the Qne; is; at tl 
Height, the Other. is at_ its full, Glory.;, and. when 
One 'is "Mean and Delpicable, . the, Orher is ſure to. 
Poor and Low. And' indeed I a 2a, 40Y- ONE Can bud: 1 
a Thought toward the Diſcouragement .of any. ſort of 
- Poetry, who conſiders how highly. Peers were prizidi and * 
eſteem's by the Ancients ;_ the Great Emperour Auge/tns+. 
tought himſelf more kappy in the ag + Converiation , 
or” his Firga and Horace, than when Deck'd. with all 
his Royalty, and Seated on his Throne. The Famd: 
Scipio and the Noble. Lelins were proud when . they: 
Enjoy'd their Texence. | And the Celebrated Cicero; has 
thus ſpoke in their' Praiſe, Atqui fic. a ſummis. hominibus. 
Eruditifimify: accepimus ceterarum: rerum ſtudia, & 
Diftrina, et P, Eceptis, et Arte conſtare; Poetam Natura- 
ipfa Valere, et mentis viribus excitari, et gquafi Etvino- 
gundam ſpiritu £fftari ; 3. quare ſus Ture noſter Ennius 
Santos. appellat Poetas, quod quaſi Deoraum aliquo- dont, &t- Mu. 
Here commendati eſſe Videantus, But it is tune, - tO haſten 47 
to an end, . I (ball add. but 'one ſaying: more, from 'the 
Learned. vir William. Temple's Miſcellanea 29. Part, Where 
ſpeaking 


